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What is Green Impact?

Green Impact is a multi award-winning sustainability learning and 

awards programme, designed to embed sustainable practices 

across organisations. Green Impact suggests what staff can do in 

their team to support sustainability and guides them how to 
achieve this. 

Green Impact is all about building a community of people learning 
about sustainability and working together to create positive 
change. It is tailored to each organisation we work with to 
strategically support local targets and strategies. 

16 Green Impact has been running for 16 years

2,000+ We have supported more than 2,000 organisations

7 Green Impact has been delivered in seven countries 

globally



Participants view Green Impact positively

88%

of volunteer student auditors found the auditor 

training useful, and 79% feel the experience has 
positively enhanced their employability

of participants had fun being part of Green 

Impact, and 92% felt good about themselves 
as a result of being involved

Source: SOS-UK end of year programme evaluation surveys

92%

of participants would rate Green 

Impact as Good or Excellent overall 

of participants identified changes to their 

own habits or behaviour as a result of 
taking part in Green Impact 

of participants understand more about 

sustainability and how it is connected to other 
issues as a result of taking part in Green Impact 

91%

of Green Impact team members know 

more about how to use their knowledge 
to make changes to their daily work life

67% 65%

90%

Participants have identified positive personal and professional impacts as a result of taking part in Green Impact
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The international picture 2023-24

2,308 participating 

Green Impact teams 

led by more than 

4,500 people

More than 

15,000 positive

actions and 

projects have been 

completed through 

Green Impact

709 students have 

been provided with 

training and 

development 

opportunities in their 

roles as auditors and 

project assistants

Green Impact has 

been used by 1,665 

organisations 

ranging from 

students’ unions to 

NHS Trusts

Nearly 2 million 

people have been 

reached by

Green Impact 

activities relating to

sustainability and 

social justice



Green Impact 
at University of Worcester

2023-24
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Green Impact offers teams a structured 
framework to design and implement impactful 
sustainability projects in their department or 
area of work.

This year, teams from across the University 
completed projects on a varied range of 
environmentally and socially sustainable 
topics and submitted projects through an 
online, interactive toolkit.
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43 people led 

Green Impact 

teams – your 

average team size 

is 2

Provided 19 students 

with training and 

development 

opportunities in their 

roles as project 

assistants

23 teams 

registered projects, 

with 15 teams 

submitting their 

project this year 

and receiving an 

award

Reached more than 

650 staff, students, 

and community 

members via Green 

Impact projects

Since Green Impact launched at the University of Worcester, in 2011, we’ve seen 173 team awards presented for 
over 2,300 positive sustainability actions and 78 projects, led by more than 343 people directly involved in Green 
Impact teams.

Here’s what has been achieved in 2023-24…
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Local engagement at University of Worcester in 2023-24

Provided 29 students with 

IEMA-approved training 

and development 

opportunities in their roles 

as Green Impact auditors



Overview of Green Impact 

projects at University of 

Worcester 2023-2024

Biodiversity Mapping

Create an interactive map of biodiversity on campus that can be used by 

university staff, such as the facilities department or sustainability, but 

also the public using Arc Collector and Arc Field maps, then working on 

a user interface. This should assist the new biodiversity strategy and 

inform further planting decisions.

City Campus Gardening
Increase the environmental and social value of 
the outside space by creating gardening spaces 

throughout the campus. This will offer a space 
to decompress (SDG3), improve the 
attractiveness of the open spaces for 

birds/insects and maybe animals (SDG15). We 
aim to have launch events where staff and 

students will gather to garden.

Lakeside Campus Nature Trail

create an engaging outdoor 

nature trail experience for 

students, schools, and members 

of the public to enjoy on the 

University of Worcester’s 

Lakeside Campus. We seek to 

promote environmental 

awareness, mindfulness, and 

showcase nature projects on 

Lakeside. Create a website with 

a map, additional information 

about each stop, and links to 

other non-university projects 

involving Lakeside Campus.

Medical School Gardening

To set out small sessions for 

the medical students to be 

able to garden, in the hopes 

of promoting better health 

and sustainability.

Sustainable Food Kitchen

Promote sustainable eating at the 

University of Worcester and 

encourage as many students as 

possible to eat more sustainably and 

teach them how to do so by setting 

up cooking sessions to teach 

students how to eat more 

sustainably.



Overview of Green Impact 

projects at University of 

Worcester 2023-2024

Disposable Gloves Review

Identify if the perception 

that the use of disposable 

gloves has increased since 

the coronavirus pandemic, 

and if so, discover the 

rational that caused this 

change in glove use 

perception. Study glove 

order numbers before and 

after the pandemic to see 

any changes or a correlation 

between people’s 

perception of glove use and 

number of gloves ordered.

Planetary health report 

card

First step in the wider 

work of curriculum 

design that aims to 

embed an understanding 

of sustainable healthcare 

across the medical 

school. Submit this 

evaluation for 

publication to raise the 

profile of how 

sustainability awareness 

can be ‘designed-in’ to 

new curricula.

Sustainability Hub

Provide a mix of services and 

equipment in the newly assigned 

Sustainability Hub to encourage 

students to engage with sustainable 

practices and practice mindfulness in 

a quiet space, where they can make 

a difference/ learn.

Sustainability Game Package

Revolutionize sustainability 

education by introducing 

interactive and gamified 

learning experiences into 

lectures. A curated collection 

of sustainability-themed games 

will be selected, covering 

diverse topics around social 

sustainability, sustainable 

decision making.

Integrating SDGs into Postgraduate 

Dissertations

Develop a mini-series of short, 

accessible videos to support doctoral 

researchers to reflect on how their 

research may inform sustainability 

and the UN SDGs, to support them to 

provide relevant recommendations 

for practice.



Overview of Green Impact 

projects at University of 

Worcester 2023-2024

Sustainability game update
Enhance students' 
Understanding of sustainability 

issues and their integration into 
business decision-making 
processes. Develop critical 

thinking skills, teamwork 
abilities, and practical 

knowledge of sustainable 
business practices by simulating 
real-world scenarios through 

gameplay. Empower students to 
make informed and responsible 

decisions that prioritize 
environmental, social, and 
economic sustainability.

Wildlife on Wednesday

Achieve connectivity 

with nature in Worcester 

and across the 

country by creating 

informative posts each 

week that bring wildlife 

into education, 

encourage activism, help 

students learn fun facts, 

develop new knowledge 

about native UK species, 

and engage better with 

nature around them.

Sustainability treasure hunt

Educate students on sustainability 

practices/initiatives at the 

University, particularly City Campus. 

Through a series of questions, tasks, 

and challenges, students will explore 

sustainable practices, resources, and 

opportunities.

Sustainability Podcast

Spread awareness on how 

anyone can make small changes 

to their lifestyle to become 

more sustainable and so 

together we can combat the 

climate crisis. Create a safe 

learning space for everyone 

and reiterate it’s not about 

being perfect but making 

conscious choices.

Student Sustainability Network

Promote sustainability awareness, 

engagement, and action among 

students and staff members of the 

Students' Union. Through 

collaboration, education, and 

advocacy.



Sustainability Hub

Sustainability Game Update

Sustainable Food Kitchen

Medical School Gardening

Many Green Impact projects supported 

and aligned with the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals meaning actions taken 

through these projects also support global 
efforts for sustainable development. Some 

examples are listed.

Lakeside Campus Nature Trail

Student Sustainability Network

Integrating SDGs into Postgrad Dissertations

Wildlife on Wednesday
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Engagement with the Sustainable Development Goals



Green Impact is a standing agenda on the Sustainability Strategy Group and supports the wider University of 

Worcester Sustainability Strategy 2020-2030. The work of the Green Impact Programme and the projects 

developed by the teams spread across all four sustainability themes outlined in the strategy. The programme 

most directly contributes towards Theme 1 of 'Promoting sustainability, social responsibility and wellbeing' and 
Theme 2 of ‘integrating sustainability through knowledge, skills and experience’ by providing opportunities for 

both students and staff to engage in impactful real-life sustainability projects.
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Supporting the Sustainability Strategy



Congratulations to all this year’s award-winning teams!

Each completed project was awarded a Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum award based on the 

project’s overall reach, impact, replicability measurability and legacy.

Sustainability Game Package

Sustainability Game Update

Sustainable Kitchen Food

Medical School Gardening

Biodiversity Mapping

City Campus Garden
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Award winners



Wildlife on 

Wednesday

Sustainability Student 
Network

Disposable Glove 

Review

Lakeside Campus 

Nature Trail

Integrating SDGs into Postgraduate 

Dissertations
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Award winners

Sustainability Podcast

Student Sustainability 
Hub

Planetary Health 

Report Card

Sustainability Treasure 

Hunt



Feedback from Teams 
The special awards are for those who stand out with their passion and enthusiasm 

for sustainability. Each local special award winner will be entered into the 

national Green Impact Awards.

Winner: Mac Weekley & Catarina Da Silva

Sustainability Hub, City Campus Gardening

Sustainability Hero

Winner: Anisha Chopra & James Martin

Sustainability Podcast

Innovation for Engagement

Winner: Ben Bridges

Disposable Glove Review

Environmental Improvement

Winner: Anisha Chopra & James Martin

Sustainability Podcast, Lakeside Campus Nature Trail

Student Leadership Award

Special Award winners

Green Impact: Impact report 2023-24

Special Award winners

Winner: James Martin & Billy Stirling

Lakeside Campus Nature Trail

Community Action
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Here’s what participants of Green Impact have told us this year:

Green Impact Auditor

• “The passion for the topic was reflected by the each team members excellent and in depth knowledge of the topic and 
project. The effort to make learning and lectures, more enjoyable was also greatly appreciated, attention was given to make 
the games as fun and accessible for people and students of all backgronds. ”

Green Impact Auditor

• "The engagement with the student body has been quite successful. The students involved in this project has shown great 
evidence of hard work and enthusiasm and wish for the project to exapnd further to create a larger impact. The hub itself is a 
great area which offers students an area to escape stressful assignments.”

Green Impact Auditor

• “The team effort and commitment has been very productive, the team has worked very well during their planning stage to 
ensure all aspects are considered. Also, the audit was handled very professionally with honest answers and reasoning. Most 
importantly, the project conveys an innovative way for students to develop their knowledge and enhance their student 

experience. The project idea is also great for anyone who wants to develop their knowledge within sustainability. ”

Experiences of Green Impact



All Green Impact team members and student auditors receive a digital 
badge to showcase their personal and professional development.

All award-winning Green Impact teams also received a terrarium this year!
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Participants are recognised through Green Impact



Katy Boom, Director of Sustainability: “It has been another fantastic year, working with the 

students and staff on some diverse and impactful projects, many of which will continue to grow 

next year.  I was overwhelmed by the response to become an auditor, and it was a real pleasure 

to work with these 29 enthusiastic volunteers, many of which went onto also audit on our 
Responsible Futures program.  I'm excited already for next year.”

Beatrice Anomah, Project manager at SOS-UK, said the following: “It' has been excellent and 

inspiring to see the range of diverse, creative and innovative projects the teams have produced 

and implemented this year. The reach and accessibility of these projects are wonderful, and their 

continuity and replicability mean they can have lasting impact. The student Green Impact 
Assistants have shown such passion in their work, and it's been lovely to see the outcomes of 

these projects and the reach it has had to students, staff, and the local community.”
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Congratulations to all teams across University of Worcester

Congratulations on your achievements! We hope that you will continue being a part of Green 

Impact next year and join us on our journey towards creating a just and sustainable world for all.
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greenimpact.nus.org.uk/

@sosukcharity

hello@sos-uk.org 

https://www.worcester.ac.

uk/about/sustainability/

@worcester_uni

k.boom@worc.ac.uk

http://greenimpact.nus.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/sosukcharity
https://www.worcester.ac.uk/about/sustainability/
https://www.worcester.ac.uk/about/sustainability/
mailto:k.boom@worc.ac.uk
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